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1 Introduction

MMS Relay to Relay protocol is currently defined as SMTP.  To ensure interoperability between MMS relays, an SMTP profile definition for MMS is required. This SMTP profile for MMS should define the SMTP extensions that an MMS relay has to support (Binary, pipeline, and other)

The MMS message, which is transferred between MMS relays, is MIME message based. To ensure interoperability between relays, a detailed definition for MMS MIME based message structure should be defined. This includes the definition of the message type; the attachments content type and the ‘non-delivery-notifications’ structure.

In addition, for those clients, who will support IMAP4, an MMS/ IMAP4 profile also needs to be defined.

In a discussion held in last MMS meeting in Sophia Antipolis, it was agreed that MMS ‘IP’ implementation definition will be done in IETF. (As WAP implementation definition is done in WAP forum).

Comverse had an action item to contact IETF and suggest a way to liaison with IETF.

This document provides the information on how IETF works and suggests a way to proceed.

2 IETF procedures

The IETF has a limited number of liaison relationships with other organizations. The best way for organizations to work with the IETF is to do so within the IETF working groups. 

(http://www.ietf.org/ietf/1iesg-liaisons.txt)

To initiate IETF working group to work on MMS implementation, a document which describes the problem and the rational of the work needs to be written. It is suggested that this document will be written in ‘IETF’ documents format i.e. RFC

Guidelines to Authors of Internet-Drafts can be found in: http://www.ietf.org/ietf/1id-guidelines.txt
This draft can be sent to Scott Bradner <sob@harvard.edu>.  He is the VP of Standards at IETF and is the liaison to the ITU.  There is currently no one for ETSI, but he is the closest.

Usually before a working group is established, a BOF meeting is held to gauge interest and see how fast things can go. ( http://www.ietf.org/ietf/1bof-procedures.txt )

In general IETF meetings are held 3 times a year. Most of the work is done through e-mail. Next IETF meeting is 10-15 December and then March 18-23.

3 Recommendation

Taking into account that we are too short to do something for coming IETF meeting, we should try to target to have a BOF at next IETF.

IETF can welcome our work, if we show that there is enough interest and people are willing to work on it. 3GPP MMS delegates who are familiar with MMS and are ready to contribute to the work in IETF should do the work in IETF, namely drafting an RFC document for SMTP/MIME/IAMP4 profile for MMS.

Since most of IETF work is done through e-mail, this can be done concurrently with establishing formal procedures within IETF.
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